
Columbus is gaining acclaim for its lively entertainment districts, non-stop nightlife, creative 
culinary offerings and a vibrant visual and performing arts scene.  Soon, there will be even more to 
experience in Columbus as the city rolls out a host of new attractions in preparation for its bicentennial 
celebration in 2012.   
 

GlassArt365 is a yearlong celebration of glass art in Columbus from July 2009 
through July 2010.  A collaborative effort among Experience Columbus and 
seven local cultural arts institutions and galleries, GlassArt365 will offer 
residents and visitors alike unprecedented opportunities to enjoy and celebrate 
a wide range of works by celebrated local, national and international artists, 
along with year-round glass art workshops.  A complete list of artists, exhibits 
and galleries participating in the collaberative can be found at 
www.glassart365.com .  
 
 
 
The Grange Insurance Audubon Center , opened in August 2009 and is one 
of the first such centers in Audubon’s storied history to bring hands-on 
conservation and nature-based learning this close to the core of a major 
American city. The center is located in an Important Bird Area (IBA) known as 
Whittier Penninsula. Thousands of birds migrating from Central and South 
America use this spot along the Scioto River overlooking downtown Columbus 
as a stopover during their long journeys. The center itself will be a celebration 
of nature, employing innovative "green" technologies. 
 
Opening in September 2009, the Embassy Suites Hotel – Airport  will have 
198 suites and offer 11,000 sq. ft. of meeting space close to downtown 
Columbus, Easton Town Center and the airport. 
 
 
 
 

 
In March 2010, the Columbus Zoo & Aquarium – home of world-famous 
“Jungle Jack” Hanna – will introduce a new Polar Frontier  exhibit area. In 
addition to polar bears, Polar Frontier will house Arctic foxes, Alaskan brown 
bears and reindeer. 
 
 
 
 
Opening in February 2010, Battelle Hall is an exhibition hall with 60,000 
square feet of floor space and a 30,000-square-foot mezzanine. As part of $35 
million in renovations to the convention center, work is underway to convert the 
exhibition hall into a 50,000-square-foot, carpeted ballroom and a 22,000-
square-foot mezzanine, making it the largest ballroom in the state of Ohio. Part 
of the current mezzanine will be removed to make way for a glass wall at the 
south end of the hall. Elevators and escalators will also be installed for 
convenient access to the mezzanine level. 
 
Opening April 2010, the new 300,000 sq. ft. Ohio Union  will be located on The 
Ohio State University campus and minutes from downtown Columbus and the 
airport. The new Ohio Union will be a LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) certified, state-of-the-art facility featuring sustainable 
products and structural elements we have reused from our previous Ohio 
Union. With 34 unique event spaces accommodating 17 to 1,700 guests and 
three unique in-house dining options. The Grand Ballroom will be the second 
largest in Columbus. 

 
 
 



Columbus Commons  will be a pedestrian-friendly gathering space featuring 
trees, grass and walking paths on the 8.9-acre site of the former City Center 
mall in Downtown Columbus. Demolition will be complete by 2010 and the site 
will serve as recreational space. Over time, Columbus Commons will transform 
into a full-fledged neighborhood consisting of multi-story buildings with 
residential units above street-level retail, office buildings and entertainment 
venues, as well as a return to more pedestrian-friendly streets. 

 
In 2012, the downtown Columbus skyline will have a new addition with a new 
500-room convention headquarters hotel  located across the street from the 
Greater Columbus Convention Center on North High Street.  The new full-
service convention hotel will include 54 suites and 30,650 square feet of 
meeting space. A hotelier flag is to chosen in the fall of 2009 with construction 
set to begin in the summer of 2010. 
 
 
 
As part of Columbus’ Bicentennial Celebration in 2012, the Scioto Mile  will 
feature a promenade and renovations to Bicentennial Park, headquarters for 
many of the city’s annual festivals and events. When complete in 2012, the 
Scioto Mile will stretch from the Arena District to Whittier Peninsula and feature 
parks, boulevards, water features, plazas and bikeway and pedestrian paths, 
creating a green corridor that reconnects the downtown to the river. 
 

 
 
For more information:  
Scott Peacock, Media Relations Manager, Experience Columbus  
(614) 222-6104 (direct), (800) 354-2657, 
SPeacock@ExperienceColumbus.com.    
www.ExperienceColumbus.com 


