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Controlling Costs

Getting the Best Deal

here are a lot of factors in-
valved i marking a ciry af-
fordale for its residents and
even more in miaking o city
affordalle for thousands of tradeshow attendecs
wite matgelat vasit i the conrse of a year, A teadeshow organizer miuse
cansider wot anly the show costs, sich as labor rates, but also the
prevee of fitel vowvents, Aned dont forget the cost of restawrmnt tneals.

By Kerrt ZERLIN

By examining the federal goverinment's
2008 Domestic Per Them Rates for ineils
and ineidentals, Smith Travel Researcl’s
survey of domestic hotel rates and Trade
show Week's 2008 Survey of USS, and Canadian Labor Rutes, TSW
celrtors determned what could be the most affordable ULS. cities to
hold tradeshows 1, The tap three destinations? Des Momes, Towa;
Colurmbms, Ohio; aned Lowisville, Ky,

B The lowa Events Center in Des Moines has the Wells Fargo Arena. Hy-Vee Hall and Veterans Memorial Auditorium,

Des Moines, lowa

"We are thrilled 1o death about [ being the

maost altordable citv 1o host @ tradeshow

said Greg Edwards, president and CEO of th

CGreater Des Moines Convention' & Visitors Bureau, "W ahways
knew that Des Moines was @ vervaffordable ciry, bt
we are the most affordable even makes us feel bemer,
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Moines was, but he kaew that costs in the City were verv low, Dies
Moines' average regular hourly rate for general labor in 2008 was
L5346, the average per dizm meal and incide
the average hotel room rate was $82.71.
Lhonag Fric ke, director of tradeshow miarken

cost was S44 and

g for both the N
Park Producers Council and the lowa Pork Producers Assn,, wi
buld the World Pork Expo and lowa Pork Congress. respectively. in
Des Moines, said he already knew how affi VWAL
“It is probably-another reason that we continue to look at Des

Moines as a strong place for os 10 be,” Fricke said. “When vou
compare it to some of the other larger cities in the Midwest, or
just outside of the Midwest, we still hold those rates down for
transportation and lodging”

He added that part of the reason the World Pork Expo and
the Lowa Pork Congress repsin in [Des Moines is thecity's central
tocatiom tor the pork mdustry and its membaers,

raabie the cit
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Frcke sud the World Pork Expo, scheduled June 3-3at the lowa
State Fargrounds, will use nearky 300,000 square feet of indoor and
utdoor exhebit space, meluding more than 1 (R, 03 54 ft, in the
Varied Indus exhibvition hall and a &0000 s, fr. cattle
barm to house its 500 exhibiting companies and 17,756 attendees
orwa Pork Congress, 10 be held Jan. 38-29 at the Towa Events
Vee Hall, will likely have § 500006 sq. fr, 3H00-plus exhib
iting companies and almost 3,300 attendes, according 1o Fricke,
“Ohur customers were within 4 230-mile radius of a large ma
" he added. "Adter vou get outside of that
radius, anywhere vou're coming from, Des Moines is still an easily

LZniers -

worty of our attendees,

ACCESSIn0E VETILIC.

the oty offers & number of facilities besides the
the lowa Events Center, which has four
7.000-zeat Wells }-Wr"‘
Arena, [O0.006 < '[ Hy ‘m. Hall and the 200,000 sq. ft. Veterans
o thiree blocks away 15 the 83,000
1 Leret
which otters 1,300 downtown hotel
100G miere throtghout the metropelitan are, [s ac-
the encire country.

We're right in the center of the United States, M‘x'k,':i‘jbh‘ by
Both Tnterstate 80, fromy cast and west, and [nterstate 335, north
ards said

Ectwards o

IS

fairground

h 1
bnldines, three of them connected: the |

Fricke a tedd much of the city’s affordalility to the cost
md ease of mrline travel, and Edwards added, " Because we are nol
¢ lib for any of the major airlines, itsa very competitive (¢ity)

o get to and from.




SEPTEMBER 8, 2003

W The Greater Columbus Convention Center has more than
426,000 sq. ft. and a freeway exit leading to loading docks.

Columbus, Ohio

Columbus, Cthio, s ranked as the second
st aflordable US, city to host 4 tradeshow, a
surprise o Brinn Ross, vice president of sales fon
Experience Columbus, the city’s corvention dod visitors bureau
T detfinately know that we e o wonderful valoe for what we

provade,” Ross said, “Hot, o knew we are Mo, 2 s obviously very

cxciting, ... particularly with the times that we're going through
rlelit ey from an economy standpoint
Columbus” asverage regular hourly rate for general labor was 853
ity pet diem cost was $49 and i average hotel rate was $86.06.
"We know that
a vilues hased destinanion, and we obviously share thar with
our clientele,” Koss said, “1Fyou look at our main markets tat we

one al our :\|[l_";|§,'l'!:||,_'\- 1% the {act that we are

are very successful i, it . shows vou that s atroe eva
Because we doa lot of ... primary markets,

Oine of those primary markets is Ohio Florisis' Assn. Short
Course, Mo, 185 an the 2008 15w 200,and held annually in Co
hambus, Althoogh OFA - An Assn, of Floncultural Protessionals
started in Columbus, it is & national organization, with no obligs-
tiun b the citys according 10 OFA CEO John Holmes

"We, ... did choose to stav in Columbusa few vears ago) when
we went through our REP process” he added. " That was essentiall
looking at what other potential destinations had 1o offer, the costs
related to that and what we were able to negotiate here with the
Columbus haspitality community, which has been really wonder-
ftl to work with”

Holmues said familiaritv with the city and the “wondarful con
veption factlity” were among the reasons OFA decided to keep s
show in Columbus, but added: “At the end of the day, it’s a busi-
ness decision, and it came down to dollars and cents” He said his
attendees come from various socin-economic backerounds, but all
are looking for value, which is something provided by Columbus
huatels and the atrlines that serve the gt

Bur for Holmes, the lavout of the Greater Columbus Conven-
tion Center 15 what lures the OFA back vear after vear. The OFA
— Short Course, last held July 13-15, with approximately £30,000
sq]. ft.. about 600 exhibitors and 10,000 attendees, has both exhibits
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and educational sessinns that ¢an benefit from the convention
center's design — one hallway with meeting rooms on dne side and
the exhabit hall on the other,

It gives you constant back and forth between those twoowith-
out winding your way through a maze of corridors that vou might
facilities,” Holmes added.

According o Ross, the city's facilities include the mare than
$26.000 vy o Greater Columbus Convention Center; the 110,000
sqg; ft. Franklin County Veterans Memorial; the 18 RE-seat Nation-
wide Arena: and, just northof the city, the 1 million sq. ft.-plus
Yo Expo Center, home of the Ohio State Fair He added that the
conmvention conter @5 at the mtersection of Interstates 70 amd 71,

have in otk

with a freeway exit that leads straight to the loading docks,
Uhnce the tradeshow. particulary (the ) exhibitoss: get here and
ser that, theyre like, "Wow!™ Ross said, “It is very functionable,”

'
'\..T
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B The Kentucky Exposition Center offers 1.2 million sq. ft.

Louisville, Ky.
Loulsville, Ky, is ranked as the third mast
affordabile city to host 4 tradeshow 1n 2008, In
2006, the last time TSW rébeased this type of
g, the city was Mo, |

We work very hard to keep aur prices (at| what we feel ia
tive,” said James T. Wood, president and CEO of the
r Louisville Convention & Visitors Bureay,

surprised at How high Lowisville ranked
in affordability since his burean’s strategy 15 to keep prices com-
and retain its existing customer base while still attracting
new shows and events,

Louisville has two facilities for tradeshows: the 400,000 <q. fi,
kentucky Intl. Convention Centerand the 1.2 million sq. fi. Ken
tucky Exposition Center. The average regular hourly rate in the
citv for general |abor was 34567, meals and incidentals cost 344
and the average hotel room rate was 39424,

Wood sid he was o

The affordability is) definitely one of the redsons that we
have chosen to stay in Loudsville as long as we have," said Melissa
Magestro, show manager tor the biennial Intl. Construction &
Utility Eguipment Exposition — The Demo Expo, held at the
kentucky Exposition Cenier.

Magestro added that [CUEE, ranked No. 2 on the 2008 T5W
200, weas absle tor offer Jow spaice rates o its exhibitors because the city
and convention center put such an affordable packape together.

For Loutsville, it i3 a comibination of the facilities and the loca-
tion that brings in large shows. The aty hosted five shows in the
maost recent TSW 200, Wood said one of the biggest deaws is the
19,000-car parking lot at the Exposition Center,
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"Instead of paying 233 for
parking during the day,” he added,
“wou mvight be paving fve bucks!

The location of the airpon
in relation 16 the Tacilities also
5@ plus. Wood said the ateport,
served by 12 antlines with abonat
L0 daidy Dights, is next to the
Exposition Center,

“Atendees can literally fly in,
attend thie show and depart the
same-dayy” he added. The abun
dance of hotel Tooms — 4,300

@ ICUEE, scheduled ﬂct 6-8,
2009, is expected to use 1.22
million sq. ft. at the Kentucky
Exposition Center.

downtown, 4000 surrounding
the Exposition Centerand ato-
tal of TEO00 i the metropalitan
ared — Is another benefit

1CUEE, scheduled Ot 6-8, 2009, isexpected to have 1,22 mil-
lion sg, ft, 950 exhibitors and approximately 20,000 exhibiting
personmel and atlendees, Magestro said the show has been unable
o find another ciry that has the farge amount of space necded,
enoigh to demonstrate all the equipment that & an display, and
15 s affordableas Lowisville is,

'For those conventions that need thal outdoor demo space,
there's no facility in America that offers whae the Kentucky Fxpo
Center affers” Wood said, He added that the affordability of
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the ¢ity, and the fact that 81x Flags Kentucky Kingdom is on the
grounds of the Expasition Center, makes it good place for at-
tendees 1o combine a business trip with a amily vacation,
“They’re (a1 Sx Flags) all day ]’JmE them aff fat) 9in the moem

g pk\l] enupat 3in the afternoan,” Woad said. “ By the wai. those
ar the smme-howrs that most tradeshows operate, so all vou have to
do is leave the front door of the Kentucky Pxpo Center o crossa large
parking lot and you're right at the front gates of Six Flag=" TSW

How the Rankings Were Compiled

T-:u determine the most affordable LS5 ey inwhich to have a trade-
show in 2008, Tradeshow Week editors used information cofiected
fram the federal government’s 2008 Domestic Per Diem Rates, Smith
Travel Research’s survsy of domestic hotel rates and the 2008 Trade
show Week Survey of LS. and Canadian Labor Rates for each oity,
The fabor rates published are those charged to exhibitars, not the
wages paid toworkers, Only cibes that responded to T3W's tabar rates
sureey and suppied addiional information to TSW were considared.

PER DIEM  DOMESTIC HOTEL  LABOR

RATES RATES RATES

m Das Moines, lowa S44 58271 5R3.46
m Columbus, Ohio 549 586.06 $53.00
m Louisville, Ky, 549 594,24 545 67

—Hern Jarkin

People Pleaser.

VALLEY FORGE CONVENTION PLAZA

A premier destination for your exceptional event.

610.337.4000

* Over 150,000 sq ft of Exhibit & Meeting Space
« 488 Beautifully appointed Guestrooms

* 3 Restaurants, a Fitness Center & Qutdoor Peol
* Right to Work Facility

« IACC Approved Conference Center

* Adjacent to Valley Forge National Historic Park

vfisit us &
mdub‘ﬂ

www.VFConventionCenter.com

* Minutes from the King of Prussia Mall, the largest mall
on the East Coast

* Convenient to the Philadelphia International Airport
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